International Conferences and Courses
Two significant events which had taken place since the last Executive Board meeting were the Consensus Conference on Poliomyelitis in Hammamet, Tunisia and a course in Amputation Surgery and Related Prosthetics in Jaipur, India. In spite of their complexity, both of these events had been kept within the approved budget. The Consensus Conference had addressed the problems of acute polio, still prevalent in a number of countries and post-polio syndrome. Consensus was sought on the best surgical and orthotic approaches to treatment and on the relationship between these approaches. The report, expected this summer, should prove to be a valuable document for all those who are professionally concerned with orthotics, surgery and rehabilitation related to poliomyelitis. The course in Jaipur was one of a series of such courses held over the years. The most recent had been in Madras, India and Helsingborg, Sweden. It was unprecedented to hold two courses in one country within one year of each other but in this case the country was immense and the infrastructure was in place after the first course (and this proved to be a great asset to the organisation of the Jaipur course).
Education
Issue 1 of the Category I1 Information Package (including professional profile, code of ethics, learning objectives and description of examination content) had been completed and distributed in October 1997. This package should prove to be of great value to all schools offering or wishing to introduce a Category 11 (Orthopaedic Technologist) course. It is now intended that a similar package be developed for Category I (which includes prosthetistlorthotists and orthopaedic meisters). Two events in Japan were being organised under the auspices of the Education Committee. These were: An Educational Seminar in Prosthetics and Orthotics (commemorating the mid-point of the Asia and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons) in Makuhari, Japan (30 January -1 February 1998) and an Asian Prosthetics and Orthotics Workshop (2-4 February 1998). These events have since occurred; they were very successful and have helped to promote ISPO, and the principles for which it stands, in Asia.
Publications
An offer had been received from John Michael of the US National Member Society to organise translation of articles from Prosthetics and Orthotics International into Spanish for the benefit of members in Central and South America. There was a pool of native Spanish speaking volunteer translators. including orthopaedic surgeons, physiatrists and trauma surgeons.. The Executive Board approved this initiative, subject to confirmation that the translated articles would be distributed only to ISPO members.
Professional Register
The Honorary Treasurer had created a new membership application form which combined the previous application form and professional register form. Following a limited trial distribution, responses had suggested that the form was generally satisfactory with some amendments.
Executive Board Meeting

Appropriate Prosthetic Technology
The Society had been invited to carry out an evaluation of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Polypropylene System a low cost prosthetic system for low-income countries. ISPO would be represented in this by Sepp Heim and the Honorary Treasurer.
Congresses
Preparations for the next world congresses (Amsterdam, The Netherlands: 28 June -3 July 1998 and Glasgow, UK: 1-5 July 2001) were going well. The exhibition in Amsterdam would be the largest ever at a world congress. Indications had been given by Argentina and Germany that they intended to bid for the 2004 World Congress.
Executive Board 1998-2001
A slate of nominations had been prepared by the Executive Board assisted by suggestions from National Member Societies. This slate was then presented to the interim meeting of International Committee representatives and finally sent to all National Member Societies for consideration. The National Member Societies had the option to either accept the proposed slate or offer further nominations. All accepted the slate of nominations. As a consequence, the Executive Board for the triennium 1998-2001 will be: 
Engineer
The new Executive Board will take office at the World Assembly during the World Congress in Amsterdam.
Brendan McHugh Honorary Secretary
